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In a nutshell 



Mayors voluntarily commit to…  

 …go beyond Europe’s energy objectives for 2020 

by reducing the CO2 emissions in their territories 

by at least 20% through the implementation of 

sustainable energy action plans 

 

 



Map signatories & coordinators 

 



Sustainable energy action plan 

(SEAP)  

 

 



Steps 

 

 



A credible Covenant 

 

 
Failure to comply = suspension 

32 local authorities suspended in 2010 

70 suspensions in 2011 



Further information 

 

 

 

 

 

www.eumayors.eu  Available in all the official EU languages  

http://www.eumayors.eu/


 

 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 



  

 

 

 
Kaunas (LT): modernising street lighting 

 
 16.000 out of a total 23.000 old street lights replaced by new sodium 

       lamps 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Result: annual electricity consumption for lighting reduced by 56%! Equal to a €4.2  
              mln annual cost saving! 



  

 

 

 
London (UK): home retrofitting 

 
 

 programme aimed at reducing residential carbon emissions through  
       retrofitting homes 

 8,045 homes have received water and energy efficient facilities such as 
       energy efficient light bulbs and radiator panels 

 also further support and advice offered regarding housing insulation for  
       instance, which is either free of charge or subsidised 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Result: across the 8,045 households, energy savings of 0,68 tonne of CO2  
              and €190 in fuel bill savings were reported per home 



  

 

 

 
Águeda (PT): electric bicycle 

 
 The town of Águeda has many hilly slopes, making cycling a challenge 
 The municipality has purchased ten electric bicycles available for free use 

       to the public and installed ten parking areas across town 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Result: after six months, 2,755 rides have been made and 13,000 kilometres 
              had been travelled saving two tonnes of CO2 emissions  



  

 

 

 
Warsaw (PL): combined use of heat and 

power - cogeneration 

 
 Warsaw uses heat that is produced during electricity production in power  

       plants for heating buildings and water, instead of treating it as waste 
 The heat is transported to the end user via a network of 1700kilometres  

       pipes 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Result: saves two million tonnes of CO2 emissions annually 



  

 

 

 
Amsterdam (NL): Healthy school buildings 

 

 
 Research shows that healthy schools buildings positively influence 

       children’s learning results 
 160 elementary schools retrofitted with:  

       - good insulating windows and walls 
       - energy-efficient lighting and heating system 
       - ventilation systems upgraded to provide  
         good air quality 

 
 
 
 

Result: CO2 emissions reduced by 30-40% in 2012 
 

While CO2 emissions go down, study grades go 

up! 



  

 

 

 
Sunderland (UK): Involve local businesses 

 

 
 In March 2009 the city asked local employers to make their own carbon 

       reduction commitments 
 The employer and their commitments are listed in a public register  

       communicated to the citizens 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Result: within 9 months 15% of all local employers made commitments that have  
              the potential of saving 17,000 tonnes CO2 a year.  



Covenant of Mayors office     

 

 

 

 

Run by European networks of local authorities 

Supported by 



Helpdesk     

 

 

 

 

 Jointly operated by the Covenant of Mayors Office   

       (CoMO) and by the European Commission Joint  

       Research Centre (JRC) 

 

 Provides personal assistance, administrative and  

       technical support 

 
 Develops in collaboration with signatories guidelines  

      for: 
 -methodology  
 -baseline emission inventory 
 -SEAP  
 -monitoring 

 


