
 

What SERVE meant to me 

Deirdre O’Brolchain 
Cloughjordan’s Ecovillage 

North Tipperary 



how did I get involved 
in the  
SERVE project? 



• Creating a vibrant, resilient and 
sustainable community 

• Located in the heart of 
Cloughjordan town, Tipperary 

• Includes 67 acres of farmland, 
native woodlands, amenity areas 

• Ecocharter 

• Renewable Energy, heating all 
homes & businesses, supported 
by SERVE 



Charming Cloughjordan 



Our Home being built 
May 2010 

Buffer Tank  



Our New Home – August 2010 



BER Certificate 



Looking North towards 
Knocknacree Woods, with 
all houses facing south 
 

View from Woodlands 
looking south towards 

Ecovillage & 
Cloughjordan 

 



why did I get involved in 
the SERVE project? 



Plan of Residential Area 
of Ecovillage 



District Heating Boiler House 

500sq m  
Solar Array 



Our Plant Room –  
not a flower in sight! 



Heat Exchanger 



Merlin Heat Controller 

Metrima & iMod 



Collecting & Analysing  
DH Data from Houses 



Monitoring Electricity Usage &  
getting the kids involved! 



Energy Consumption in our home 
over past 12 months: 

 
Heat: 5170 Kw Hours 

Electricity: 2600 Kw Hours 
Total: 7770 Kw Hours 

 
 

37.4 KwH/m2/yr 
 

A2 rating 



was your involvement a positive experience? 
 

Yes! 
 



SO MUCH LEARNT! 
 

•Ecovillage is now home to one of Ireland’s 
largest DH systems & is model for being less 
reliant on fossil fuels to heat our homes 

 
•DH & Electricity Data collected from all 
homes is changing residents energy habits & 
lowering energy consumption 
 
•We are continuing to learn a huge amount 
about energy efficiency in homes, and 
understand the importance of considering 
future energy consumption in the design of 
new homes 

 
•We’re planning for the future! 

President Higgins @ Cloughjordan  
Ecovillage June 2012 



would you participate in a similar project? 
 
after being involved in the SERVE project,  
what more do you want to do? 
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Cloughjordan Ecovillage 
Accompanied or Self Guided Tour 

1 

This was the coach house for the 
Inn. It is currently used as a 
distribution point for milk and 
vegetables from the Community 
Farm 

Coach House 

2 

36 bed Eco Hostel and Learning 
centre. Used for accommodation 
for tourism and for courses 

Django’s Hostel 

3 

Prototype of Solar street 
lighting at the north of the 
market square. Uses LED 
technology to provide low 
energy lighting.  

Solar Street Lighting 

4 

Wood fired bakery in this live/work 
unit using wood from local forest. 
Provides bread for Cloughjordan 
shops and also sold in specialty food 
stores in Dublin 

Wood Fired Bakery 

5 

All houses on site are highly energy 
efficient. Built from natural 
materials, mainly timber but also 
some cob and straw bale. 

Eco Houses 

6 

Houses two highly efficient wood 
chip boilers, which provide hot water 
and heating to all houses and 
businesses on site 

Energy Barn 

7 

The WeCreate Enterprise Centre fosters 
green businesses to create livelihoods in 
Cloughjordan and also provides an 
opportunity for green businesses to thrive 

Enterprise Centre 

8 

Irelands largest Solar 
Panel array of over 
500m2. This supplements 
the wood chip boilers 
during the summer and 
on bright winter days 

Solar Park 

9 
Visit the cheeky hens in their hen house, or 
look around  to find them ranging amongst the 
allotments 

Hen House 

10 
Allotments of 100m2 are available to each 
ecovillager. Browse through them to see the 
diversity of produce and growing styles 

Allotments 

11 
These polytunnels  are available to extend 
the growing season. Cucumbers, tomatoes, 
basil and pumpkins are amongst the  plants 
which can be seen on display 

Polytunnels 

12 
There are over 25 varieties of apple trees on 
site. Walk along this trail between two rows 
of these beautiful trees 

Apple Walk 

Main St 

You are very welcome to tour the ecovillage, but please respect the privacy of residents 


